· Animals should be accustomed to these vehicles in advance.  Otherwise they may become very frightened and difficult to transport.  If possible, practice leading and loading under a variety of circumstances, such as rain, extreme heat, or at night.

· Have some form of identification that will help facilitate their return.

Leaving Your Pet Behind Should Only be a Last Resort

· If you must leave without your pet, you should leave them in your home.

· Avoid leaving them in rooms with hazards such as windows, hanging plants, or pictures in large frames. Consider utility areas or bathrooms.

· Leave familiar items such as the pet’s normal bedding and favorite toys.

· In case of flooding, the location should have access to high counters that pets can escape to.

· Set up two separate locations if you have cats and dogs. Even if your dogs and cats normally get along, the anxiety of an emergency situation can cause pets to act irrationally.

· Keep small pets away from cats and dogs.

· Under no circumstances should you ever leave your pet tied up outside or let them loose to fend for themselves.

· In large disasters where loose animals become a problem, animal control shelters often have no other option than to treat these animals as abandoned.  Many pets have to be adopted, fostered, or euthanized.

· Provide water in a heavy bowl that cannot be tipped over. Filling the bathtub with water will provide water for several days providing your pet knows how to use it.

· Paste labels clearly for rescue workers to see what animals they will encounter and a contact number.

After the Disaster

· After the disaster, it is not uncommon to find that once familiar surroundings have been rearranged, causing pets that rely on visual or scent cues to become disoriented.

· Walk your pet on a leash until they become reoriented to their surroundings.

· Give your pet small amounts of food and water several times a day, increasing to normal volumes over 3 to 4 days.

· Let your pet have plenty of uninterrupted sleep.

· If you still have your pet’s favorite toys, encourage them to play.  This will allow them to recover from the stress and trauma.

· If you and your pet are separated, pay daily visits to local shelters, animal control facilities, and kennels until you have found it.  A phone call is not as effective as a visit.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS TO REMEMBER

Animal Control & Services

Ormond Beach 386-676-3262

Volusia County (386) 248-1790

rED CROSS EMERGENCY #
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Volusia & Flagler Counties 386-226-1400

West Volusia County 386 775-2777

humane societies

Halifax Humane Society

2364 W. LPGA Boulevard 
(Just west of the I-95 overpass)
Daytona Beach, FL 32120-9035
386-274-4703


emergency veterinary services

Highway 92, Daytona Beach 386-252-4300

Just West of I-4 overpass

Weeknights 6pm to 5 am next day

Weekends Fri 6 pm - Mon 8 am

Holidays 24 hrs continuously

SHELTER FOR PETS & PEOPLE
Volusia County Fairgrounds, Deland

3150 East State Road 44

(1/4 mile east of I-4 on SR 44)
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS 
FOR YOUR PET
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Be Prepared!  The best way to protect your family from the effects of a disaster is to have a plan.  A pet is a part of your family, so that plan must include your pets.
Different disasters require different responses, but regardless of the type of disaster, you may have to evacuate.  Natural disasters such as hurricanes, tornadoes, and wildfires are a fact of life in Florida, and often occur with little advance warning.

If you must evacuate, the best thing you can do to protect your pets is to evacuate them as well.  Leaving pets behind, even if you try and create a safe place in your home, can result in their being injured, lost or worse.  Frightened animals quickly slip out of open doors, broken windows, or damaged areas of your home left exposed by the disaster event.  So prepare now for the day you and your pets may have to evacuate and leave your home.

If you do not have a disaster plan and wait until the last minute to evacuate, your only choice for refuge probably will be a public shelter where pets are not welcome.  Red Cross disaster shelters cannot accept pets (except for service animals who assist people with disabilities) because of health and safety regulations.  It may be impossible to find shelter for your animals in the midst of a disaster, so plan now.

Locate A Safe Place for Your Pet

· Set up a buddy system with friends or relatives outside of your area.

· Contact hotels outside your area to check policies on accepting pets.  If you have notice of an impending disaster, call ahead for reservations.  Online you can check out http://www.petswelcome.com for hotels that accept pets.

· Contact boarding kennels outside of your area. Make a personal visit well in advance to make sure that it is a facility with which you will be comfortable leaving your pet.

· Ask your veterinarian (outside of the area of danger) if they would be able to board your pet. 

· You can shelter with your pet at one of the Volusia County Pet shelters.  You may call Volusia County Animal Control at 386-248-1790 for a list of kennels which can shelter you and your pet and for sheltering requirements.

Prepare a Supplies Kit (waterproof)

· Copies of medical records

· Copies of vaccinations

· Medications (include a copy of prescriptions)

· Written instructions on feeding, medications, etc.

· Sturdy Leash

· Current photo of your pets

· Bowls

· Bottled Water (1 week supply)

· Food (1 week supply)

· Manual can opener (if you use canned food)

· Cat Litter/Pan

· Beds and toys

· Plastic bags for waste clean-up

· Paper towels

· Newspaper (can be shredded and used as cat litter)

· Muzzle (can use gauze rolls or panty hose)

· Flashlights, batteries

· Spray disinfectant for waste clean-up

· Bandaging materials

· Antiseptic ointment

· List of emergency phone numbers including emergency contact (relative or friend), veterinarian, Animal Control, local animal shelter, American Red Cross.

Before a Disaster

· Train your dog.  Obedience may save its life during an emergency and help make it a welcome guest.

· Familiarize your pet with its transport crate before a crisis.

· Familiarize your pet with being transported.

· Practice drills with you pet.

Transporting Your Pet

At the onset of a disaster, crate your pet immediately.  Pets can sense danger and may hide, making it more difficult to find and secure them.

· Have a secure pet carrier/crate. The crate should be just large enough for the pet to stand up and turn around.

· Label the crate with your pet’s name, your name, and where you can be reached.

· Do not transport a pet loose in your car.  If he panics he may escape and you may never find him.  The most trustworthy pet may panic, hide, try to escape, or even bite under frightening circumstances.

· Make sure identification tags are secured to your pet’s collar and that the information is current.  If he gets lost, this may be his ticket home. Make sure your shelter location phone number is on the tag as well. You can tape this to the back of the tag.

· Microchips and tattoos are excellent for identification if the information is included in a national registry. Ask your veterinarian for information.

· Consider who would evacuate your pet if you are unable to do so.

Birds

· Do not leave your birds where they can be exposed to fumes from fires or chemicals.  Birds are sensitive to smoke and fumes and succumb more quickly to smoke than most other animals.

· Transport in a secure travel cage or carrier.

· Wrap a blanket or towel around the carrier in cold weather.

· Carry a plant mister during warm weather to mist the bird’s feathers periodically.

· Do not put water inside the carrier.

· Provide a few slices of fresh fruits and vegetables with high water content.

· Line the carrier with paper towels and change frequently.

· Keep the carrier in a quiet area.

· If electricity is available, many birds benefit from having a hearing pad under their cage in times of stress.

· Proper identification for birds would include leg bands, micro-chips, and tattoos.  These are most useful if the information on them is included in a national registry. Your veterinarian should be able to provide you with information on this.

· Many birds will show signs of disease (respiratory, gastrointestinal, etc.) several days after a stressful episode.

Reptiles

· Snakes and lizards can be transported in a pillowcase. Tupperware or similar containers may be used for turtles providing there are ventilation holes.

· Carry food with you if they require frequent feedings.

· Have at least a week’s water supply.

· When transporting, keep them away from windows because direct sunlight through the glass can cause heat stroke and death.

Livestock

· Evacuate livestock whenever possible

· Make arrangements in advance

· Trucks, trailers, and other vehicles suitable for transporting livestock should be available with experienced handlers and drivers.

